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State budget constraints are delaying several Washtenaw County road and construction
projects.

The Michigan Department of Transportation’s proposed 2010-2014 Five-Year
Transportation Program lists 243 statewide road projects. They were scheduled to be
completed within the next five years, but will now be postponed indefinitely.

“Without additional revenue sources coming into the state, motorists are going to see a
decline in the system conditions, due to the lack of projects that we'll be able to do,”
MDOT spokeswoman Kari Arend said. “We’re just trying to get the word out and let the
public know that this is coming up.”

Delayed Washtenaw County bridge projects include:

e Repairing the overlay in two sections of US-23 (at Willis Road and Bemis Road).

¢ Replacing the deck on M-52 over Raisin River.

Delayed road projects include:

o Resurfacing portions of 1-94 and M-14.
e Reconstructing parts of M-52 and US-12.

“Many of (the projects) have already been

delayed several years, so the fact that

they’re not going to be done now makes an

already bad problem worse,” said Terri

Blackmore, the executive director of the

Washtenaw Area Transportation Study.

“The roads will continue to get worse, and _

(people) will continue to have more funding =

issues as they have to pay to fix their cars.” Several road and constr_uction projects are on hold
due to lack of state funding.

Washtenaw County Road Commission File photo

Managing Director Steve Puuri said most of

the state’s transportation revenue comes

from gas taxes and vehicle registration fees. But with more people conserving gas and

not buying new cars, he said that leaves less money available for the state’s

transportation fund.

Furthermore, MDOT says declining revenues make it unlikely that Michigan can match
the funding necessary to receive federal transportation money after 2010.

In 2011, MDOT is predicting a loss of $475 million in federal dollars if the state can't
come up with its $84 million contribution.

“We lose that amount of money, so our money is not going to come back to Michigan,
our money is going to go to other states,” Arend said.

Currently, MDOT lists 90 percent of state roads in “good” condition. Ten-year projections,
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however, predict less than 30 percent of roads will be in “good” condition if revenues
continue to drop by 2020.

Blackmore said the problem is tied to the legislation.

“Funding has not been raised since 1997, and costs have gone up considerably since
then,” she said. “Nobody likes a tax, but nobody likes the condition that the roads are in.
It's really a user fee.”

MDOT is accepting public comment on its plan until Friday, Dec. 11, but says not much
else can be done without more revenue. Comments should be e-mailed to MDOT-Five-

Year-Program@michigan.gov. The draft 2010-2014 Five-Year Transportation Program is
available on the MDOT Web site at: www.michigan.gov/mdot5yearplan.

Share this post
Tags: Michigan Department of Transportation, roads, Washtenaw Area Transportation Study, Washtenaw County Road
Commission
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11 Comments:

How about the Geddes roundabout money going to resurfacing 1-94 and M-14? Those are a lot higher

stakes roads due to the constant heavy traffic and the speeds that are maintained.

!_ l Posted 13 hours ago (Flag this Post)

And what happened to Obama's stimulus money for roads? Can't it be released unmatched? Or will it just

go to banks?
| seriously thought he promised us all better roads, a better education, more jobs and a chicken (or
some tofu) in every pot?

!_ I Posted 13 hours ago (Flag this Post)

This article reinforces the need for more taxes (safe user fee) across most areas of our state

government. As noted there are needs in transportation, education, helping the needy etc. All are noble
things that government ( we the people) need to address. We have been "cutting expenditures" for 10
years. There is no free lunch and it is time to put together a responsible tax package to pay for these
needs or "we the people of Michigan" may be facing our own statewide financial collapse.

!_ I Posted 13 hours ago (Flag this Post)
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| really don't think we in Michigan can be taxed any more, and be expected to stay here. What needs to
be done is to redo the local and state budgets and cut anything possible, starting with the governor's
personal expenditures. Tax universities for the use of non-classroom facilities, such as research
facilities. Keep police and fireworkers intact. Cut out all new government construction, and certainly
don't buy any more foreign artwork. (Probably not a huge expenditure anywhere but A2 but | bet that
some local artists would sell at a low price for the publicity, or have rotating art shows.)

Cut entitlements by 10% across the board.

Look at the school budgets of Detroit, Flint and Saginaw and demand accountability for every penny by
directly paying certified vendors.

| am sure there are other ways to decrease the local and state expenditures.

But don't squeeze taxpayers any more. We are ready to move out of here.

!_ i Posted 12 hours ago (Flag this Post)

All these "tax more" people need to put up or shut up! Donate to the causes you deem necessary! | for
one agree with AA28. We need another roundabout like we need a hole in the head! Improve the
existing roads. With all the "population decrease" traffic flow should be the least of our concerns. Stop
telling other people what they should pay more for. You want it? Pay for it!

!_ i Posted 12 hours ago (Flag this Post)

Gee what a Shock.

!__ i Posted 12 hours ago (Flag this Post)

Hey Eric donate the needed money!

!_ i Posted 12 hours ago (Flag this Post)

Other peoples money.

!_. i Posted 12 hours ago (Flag this Post)

How about poor spending also delaying projects?

!_ i Posted 11 hours ago (Flag this Post)

Oh come on. Easy to say that we need higher taxes, until we actually have to pay them. Once the state
gov hears this kind of talk, they'll go wild and tax everything possible. Just last week the House
approved a new tax increase on our cell phone usage. As if this isn't a great way to slow down
commerce.

The Senate's supposed to vote on the bill tomorrow, and if it passes, then look out for the higher monthly
charge!

!_ i Posted 9 hours ago (Flag this Post)
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Way to go annabor28~! Totally agree with you. Let us see the legislature cut their pay by 5% like

everyone else is having to do. part time govt also. this is not a blank check anymore people are
homeless and hungry!!

!_ i Posted moments ago (Flag this Post)
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MITA says two Genesee County bridge projects delayed because of

state's money woes

By Ron Fonger

December 07, 2009, 11:34AM

GENESEE COUNTY -- Bridge projects in the county have been delayed by the state Department of Transportation

because of a lack of funding, the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association says.

The projects include a substructure repair of 1-69 over Dort Highway and a bridge replacement on Corunna Road
over Mistequay Creek, MITA said in a news release today.

The Flint Journal could not immediately reach MDOT officials for details or further comment.
MITA said 243 projects statewide have been delayed in the state's draft, five-year plan, which was issued last week.

A spokesman for the organization said the delays show Michigan's transportation funding system is in a state of crisis.

© 2009 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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Updated: Monday, 07 Dec 2009, 7:11 PM EST @ w

Published : Monday, 07 Dec 2009, 5:28 PM EST

By The Associated Press M m cr m‘, s
projects because of duinding revenue, info now.

The Michigan Department of Transportation says in a recent report Click here to learn more. 4

that lack of money has forced it to consider dropping more than
100 road projects and a similar number of bridge projects off the
drawing board from 2010 through 2014. B4Z-274034

The state could lose hundreds of millions in federal highway dollars each of the next five years because it can't raise
enough to receive all its matching funds.

It could go from spending more than $1.4 billion annually on highways this year with the help of federal stimulus money to
less than $600 million three out of the next four years, costing thousands of highway jobs.

Road builders said Monday that lawmakers need to raise more money soon.
On the Net:
Michigan Department of Transportation 5-Year Program: www.michigan.gov/mdot5yearplan

Copyright Associated Press, Copyright 2009 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be
published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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MDOT warns it will delay 243 road projects unless Michigan
lawmakers increase funding

By Monica Scott The Grand Rapids Press
December 07, 2009, 10:05PM

Grand Rapids Press File Photo

Michigan is at risk of losing federal funding for road work.

The Michigan Department of Transportation is looking at delaying 243 proposed road and bridge projects -- including
26 in Kent and Ottawa counties -- over the next five years unless the state comes up with the cash to match available
federal funds.

The proposal is part of MDOT's draft five-year plan for 2010-14.

While $1.44 billion is designated for highway construction and maintenance in the current budget. that is expected to
drop to $593 million in 2010-11 if the state can't come up with another $84 million, according to MDOT.

The state could lose hundreds of millions of dollars in federal funding.

The projects were taken off because budget projections for state gas-tax revenues are not high enough to match
federal money.

"Michigan's transportation funding system is in a state of crisis," said Mike Nystrom, Michigan Infrastructure and
Transportation Association spokesman, in a statement Monday.

"Clearly, legislators can no longer ignore Michigan crumbling infrastructure and allow the state to forego nearly 300
construction projects that will provide safer roadways and thousands of jobs to Michigan residents."

The fixed per-gallon gasoline tax used to match federal funding and pay for road work stays the same, even when
fuel prices rise or road-building materials increase in cost.

10of2 12/8/2009 8:13 AM
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There are proposals in the state House of Representatives that would gradually increase gas and fuel taxes and
registration fees the next five years for an additional $1.8 billion. Under a proposal, the gas tax would rise from 19
cents to a maximum of 34 cents per gallon the next seven years.

Proponents of that increase are hopeful the expected loss of $600 million in federal highway funds will prompt
lawmakers to finally act. But lawmakers have been skittish about increasing taxes with the recession.

The delayed projects locally include rebuilding M-11 (28th Street SE) between M-37 and 1-96 in Kent County and
widening M-104 (Cleveland Road) from 124th Avenue to 1-96 in Ottawa County.

MDOT is seeking public comments on its five-year plan for road and bridge projects. Comments on the draft 2010-14
program may be e-mailed to the agency by Friday. The e-mail address for sending comments is: MDOT-Five-
Year-Program@michigan.gov. A copy of the plan is available on the state's Web site at
www.michigan.gov/mdot5yearplan. The public comment period started Nov. 30.

E-mail Monica Scott: mscott@grpress.com

© 2009 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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MDOT warns money running out for Michigan roads

The Associated Press
Posted Dec 07, 2009 @ 11:52 PM

Lansing, Ml — Michigan officials are delaying future road projects because of dwindling revenue.

The Michigan Department of Transportation says in a recent report that lack of money has forced it to consider dropping more than 100 road projects
and a similar number of bridge projects off the drawing board from 2010 through 2014.

The state could lose hundreds of millions in federal highway dollars each of the next five years because it can’t raise enough to receive all its matching
funds.

It could go from spending more than $1.4 billion annually on highways this year with the help of federal stimulus money to less than $600 million three
out of the next four years, costing thousands of highway jobs.

Road builders said Monday that lawmakers need to raise more money soon.

Copyright © 2009 GateHouse Media, Inc. Some Rights Reserved.
Original content available for non-commercial use under a Creative Commons license, except where noted.
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Funding crisis delays road projects in region

BY BRIAN McGILLIVARY
bmcgillivary@record-eagle.com

December 07, 2009 11:50 pm

TRAVERSE CITY -- Michigan's transportation funding crisis could delay more than half of the state highway
reconstruction projects in northern Michigan and shelve some county road projects dependent on state
funding.

The Michigan Department of Transportation's five-year plan for the 24 northern-most counties in the lower
peninsula calls for repairs to 94 of 1,962 miles of state highway and 2 percent of the region's bridges by 2014
-- if funding is available.

It's not, so MDOT intends to delay or shelve six of the seven bridge projects and 17 of 35 highway projects,
including two in Grand Traverse County.

"We do not have enough revenue and that is not going to change even if the economy improves,” said Mike

Nystrom, vice president of the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association trade group. He's also
co-chairman of the Michigan Transportation Team, a business and local government group pushing for more

state funding for transportation.

"There's no good time to raise taxes but an improved road system ... will be good for everybody, not just the
road building industry,” Nystrom said.

Revenue from the state's 19-cent per gallon gasoline tax declined more than $100 million over the last five
years, and vehicle registration fees also dropped with the state's poor economy.

MDOT estimates it won't have enough state money to meet the local match requirements for available federal
highway funding beginning in 2011, and will lose $2.1 billion in federal road funds through 2014.

Projects slated for delay include: the M-22 bridge over the Platte River and Frankfort Avenue in the Village
of Elberta in Benzie County; restoration of M-22 from M-201 to Omena in Leelanau County; restoration of
M-88 between Central Lake and Bellaire in Antrim County; restoration of M-113 between U.S. 131 and
M-186 in Fife Lake Township; and reconstruction of U.S. 31 over Tobeco Creek in Acme Township.

Mary Gillis, manager of the Grand Traverse County Road Commission, said it too is struggling to meet match
requirements.

The road commission needs $317,000 to match a $400,000 federal safety grant to pave South Long Lake
Road and add paved shoulders. Gillis said typically the road commission would use its cut of the state
transportation funds to provide a local match, but it expects to cut about $1 million from that fund in 2010.

10of2 12/8/2009 8:11 AM
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Gillis said the project may have to be cut back if she can't find other funding sources.

An almost $1 million reconstruction project for Cedar Run Road from Gray to Harris roads could also be
stalled because it relies on state money for the local match of federal funding.

"If the state funds are cut then the project won't be done,"” Gillis said.

Copyright © 1999-2008 cnhi, inc.
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Wayne Co. Road Projects May Be Delayed

Governor Asking Washington For Help

POSTED: Monday, December 7, 2009

UPDATED: 7:50 pm EST December 7, 2009

LANSING, Mich. -- A new five-year plan by the Michigan Department of Transportation proposes the delaying of 36 road and bridge projects in
Wayne County.

MDOT said it has already been forced to delay 243 road projects because of the continued decline in state gas tax revenues and the state's inability to
match federal dollars. The delays are in addition to 137 projects MDOT said it delayed in the spring.

Watch: = MDOT Warns Money Running Out For Roads

View: MDOT Plans

Wayne County was just recently named by the Michigan Asset Management Council Annual Report of Federal Aid System as having 1,841 miles of
poor roads -- the worst in Michigan.

Full Story: Report: Wayne Co. Has 'Poorest' Roads

The cuts include 29 bridge projects and seven road projects.

Some of the proposed projects to be delayed include:

1-275 northbound over East Hines Drive -- overlay

1-75 northbound connector over I-75 -- bridge replacement

1-75 connector southbound over I-75 -- bridge replacement

1-94 to West Grand Boulevard over open area -- bridge replacement

1-75 Ramps DIX Toledo Interchange -- reconstruction

10of 10 12/8/2009 8:23 AM
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1-96 (Jefferies Freeway) Middlebelt to US-24 -- reconstruction

M-5 to Rouge River -- resurface

Sibley to Goddard -- reconstruction

Old M-14 (Plymouth Road) Newburgh to Farmington Road -- resurface
US-24 (Telegraph Road) Vreeland to West Road -- major widening

Michigan Gov. Jennifer Granholm told reporters Monday she is asking the White House for an exemption.

"We don't have the money for it. But if they waive the requirements ... we can still get the federal dollars without the state portion," Granholm said.
"That would allow us to put those projects back on."

Macomb County has six road projects that could be cut while Oakland County has four road and eight bridge projects on the chopping block.

Craig Bryson of the The Road Commission of Oakland County said proposed construction, or cancellation of it, would affect everyone in the
community.

"We are facing difficult economic times as it is. When the transportation infrastructure falls into worse shape, it's worse for the economy and it's worse
for the safety of motorists," Bryson said.

Michael Rogers of the Wayne County Roads Division said he thinks the state's decision would create a domino effect locally.

"Of the 10 projects we might have had scheduled, now we can only do one of them because all of our forces are dedicated to the MDOT project,”
Rogers said.

MDOT said it could go from spending more than $1.4 billion annually on highways this year with the help of federal stimulus money to less than $600
million three out of the next four years, costing thousands of highway jobs.

The Michigan Department of Transportation is seeking public comment on its 5-year plan for projects.

Comments on the draft 2010-2014 Five-Year Transportation Program may be e-mailed to the agency before next Friday. The e-mail address for sending
comments is: MDOT-Five-Year-Program@michigan.gov.

ClickOnDetroit.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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All our government is doing is growing, becoming more oppressive and kicking the can down the road.
We cannot continue on this way, and it is IMPOSSIBLE to ever succeed this way either.

So why do WE allow it to continue?

Vote ALL the bums out. Every single one.

Never happen, FUBAR is the result of our own voting ineptitude.
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who cares there are no jobs left in the state anyway.
1 person liked this comment.
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Freedom80 14 hours ago

What else is new, I though Obama had a stimlus plan. He's already reniged on that, besides putting people back to work.
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TeresaE 9 hours ago

He hasn't "put people back to work" but he has kept the state and local governments from having to face the reality the rest of us have been

living for six years - at least in Michigan. Many states are keeping the status quo (or pretty close) while the citizens lose pay, hours, jobs and
small businesses. Nothing in Washington - or Lansing - will improve this reality.

We, the non-union, non-government (or "certified" government contractors) are being sacrificed for their privileged lives.

Until we the people wake up and demand real change - not more government and not more unions - we, the people, are doomed to shared
poverty and mediocrity. For that is what socialism, modern unionism, and communism, truly are. Better for the elite and government,
sacrifices all made by us. So for the few it is a great gig if you can get it.
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o Slave Hunter: Metro Detroit Target For Kidnappers

[ }‘ Local 4's Marc Santa reports on a man called the Slave Hunter, who rescues women who've been kidnapped and turned into
sex slaves.

o Chesterfield Twp. Man Arrested For Stabbing Wife

g Authorities say a 41-year-old Macomb County woman was fatally stabbed by her husband at their home.
« SlideshowsClick to Expand

o IMAGES: Kilpatrick Restitution Hearing

“Kﬂpatrick takes the stand while Judge David Groner listens to Kiltaprick's attorney Michael Alan Schwartz and Prosecutor
Athina Siringas.

o Hot Shots: Chuck’s Holiday Lights

Check out these great pictures of holiday lights around town!

o Sexiest Newscasters

Maxim listed the sexiest newscasters in television. Take a look at who they picked as the hottest on-air talent.

o Slideshow-Thanksgiving Day Parade Hot Shots

o PhotoVote First Signs Of Spring

Question Of The Day

If Arts, Beats and Eats moved to Royal Oak, would you go?
© Yes, I would go if it moved
© Yes, I will go either way
© No, I won't go if it moves to Royal Oak
© No, I never go anyway

Vote
Results | Disclaimer | E-Mail
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MDOT May Delay Hundreds of Road & Bridge Projects

240 projects may be pushed back because of a lack of money.

Reporter: Associated Press

Michigan officials are delaying future road projects because of dwindling revenue.

The Michigan Department of Transportation says in a recent report that lack of money has forced it to
consider dropping more than 100 road projects and a similar number of bridge projects off the drawing board
from 2010 through 2014.

The state could lose hundreds of millions in federal highway dollars each of the next five years because it
can't raise enough to receive all its matching funds.

It could go from spending more than $1.4 billion annually on highways this year with the help of federal
stimulus money to less than $600 million three out of the next four years, costing thousands of highway jobs.
Road builders said Monday that lawmakers need to raise more money soon.

Find this article at:
http://mvww.wilx.com/news/headlines/78740932.html

| Click to Print SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Close

Ll Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.

Copyright © 2002-2008 - Gray Television Group, Inc.
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Road Projects in Jeopardy
Posted: Dec 7, 2009 05:16 PM

Hundreds of road projects are put on the back burner
all because the state doesn't have the money to do
them. The Michigan Department of Transportation
released its 5 year plan, and missing from it is about
250 road projects. The good news- fewer orange
barrels on the road. The bad- many bumps and potholes could be here to
stay.

One solution could cost you more at the pump. Rust, cracks and holes,

a typical way to describe Michigan's roads. It could only get worse. A
bridge over Cedar Street in Lansing was supposed to be fixed, but not any
more. It's one of 243 road projects that MDOT delayed. MDOT pays for its
projects using 80 percent federal dollars and 20 percent state dollars.
Problem is, the state doesn't have that 20 percent. That means Michigan
can't get the federal money either. Mike Nystrom is with the Michigan
Infrastructure and Transportation Association. He says the way to fix the
problem is to increase the gas tax. A higher gas tax would pay for more
road improvements, an idea a few lawmakers are looking at, but getting
the public on board is a different story. Without more money, our roads
could waste away as well.

A senate committee will talk about increasing the diesel fuel tax by 4
cents, a proposal that would raise 40 million dollars for Michigan's roads.
That discussion is set for December 8th at 1pm at the Farnum building in
lansing.

ﬁ, WorldNow

All content © Copyright 2000 - 2009 WorldNow and WLNS. All Rights Reserved.
For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.

http://www.wlns.com/global/story.asp?s=11636343&ClientType=Printable
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Funding troubles delay road projects
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WEST MICHIGAN (NEWSCHANNEL 3) — With winter weather hitting West Michigan, M-DOT
crews will be working hard to keep the roads clear.

Salt trucks and snow plows will be out in force as another winter storm bears down on the region.

Meanwhile, M-DOT's plans for bridge and road repair, starting in 2011, are taking a major hit.

Over 200 projects are now being delayed because of budget problems, those delays come on top of
another 137 projects delayed in the spring. Some of the delays are expected to have a major
impact in West Michigan.

They are roads that many people drive everyday. M-89 in Allegan County, 1-194 in Battle Creek,
and Stadium Drive in Kalamazoo are all slated for repairs that won't happen if funding continues to
crumble.

Michigan is facing an $84 million shortfall in bridge and road money, and $475 million in federal
money could be lost if Michigan can't come up with the cash.

When it comes to bridge repairs and rebuilding, eight projects in Kent County could be scrapped,
five in Calhoun, and two in Ottawa and Kalamazoo counties.

http://www.wwmt.com/common/printer/view.php?db=wwmt&id=1370103
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WZZM 13 News - Print Edition

Kent and Ottawa road improvements could be delayed

Bob Brenzing
= 11 hrs ago

LANSING, Mich. (WZZM) - The state of Michigan is losing its
ability to match federal spending dollars and that is why
the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is
cutting 26 road and bridge projects in Kent and Ottawa
Counties, according to a group that focuses on improving
Michigan roads.

According to the Michigan Infrastructure and
Transportation Team (MITA) and the Michigan

Transportation Team (MTT), MDOT is having to delay
243 road and bridge projects. In West Michigan, that

includes a restoration of 28th Street SE from M-37 to 1-96,
a widening of M-104 from 124th Ave. to 1-96 and adding a
lane to US-31 From Lakewood Blvd. north to Quincy Street.

John Richard, MDOT spokesperson says, "We're going to be
84-million dollars shy of revenue in 2011, which would
cause us to lose 475 million in federal match."

Richard sites a decline in gas tax revenues and vehicle
registration fees. "Cars are more fuel efficient, people are
using less gas, people are holding onto their cars longer, so
registration fees stay the same.”

"Michigan's transportation funding system is in a state of
crisis," said Mike Nystrom, vice president of government
and public relations for MITA, and co-chair of the MTT.
"These postponed projects represent critical improvements
that impact every community across Michigan. Our
legislators' failure to invest in our transportation system is
forcing the state to neglect our roadways and will
ultimately lead them to fall into deplorable conditions and
increase the cost of repairs.”

MDOT's new updated draft 2010-2014 Five-Year
Transportation Program lists the statewide projects that
have been delayed. MDOT is taking public comments on
the plan through Friday at MDOT-Five-

Year-Program@michigan.qgov .
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MDOT: Bridge work at risk

Shortfall means road projects might be delayed, canceled

Andy Fitzpatrick
The Enquirer

The Michigan Department of Transportation announced last week a statewide revenue shortfall is
crippling the state's ability to come up with its share of cash to procure $475 million in federal road
funds.

MDOT said certain road and bridge projects may have to be delayed or canceled because of its $84
million revenue loss for 2011.

And the agency's 2010-14 Five-Year Transportation Program report projects a $350 million state
shortfall for a federal funding loss of $2.1 billion.

According to both MDOT and the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association, the reason
for the revenue loss is primarily the shrinking amount of money collected through the Michigan gas tax.

"That's the biggest significant recognizable piece,” MDOT spokesman Nick Schirripa said Monday.
"Because people are driving less and driving more fuel-efficient vehicles, there are huge decreases in
gas tax revenue."

There are five bridges in Calhoun County that could have needed work and now have been delayed;
three of them are along 1-194. Those are at Dickman Road, Fountain Street and the bridge over the
Grand Trunk Western railroad tracks. The other two are on M-66 over Wanondaga Creek and on
M-96 over Raymond Road in Emmett Township.

Those projects were slated for work in 2012.

Kalamazoo County has two bridge projects scheduled for delay and Barry County has one.

There are three roadwork projects now in question in Calhoun County and two apiece in Barry and
Kalamazoo counties.

In Calhoun, two of the road projects are on the 1-94 business loop. Sections of East Michigan Avenue
in Albion and West Columbia Avenue in Battle Creek were originally planned to be resurfaced in 2014.

The other resurfacing project that may be delayed is Homer's section of M-60, which was scheduled
for 2011.

Schirripa said projects that are already under way and funded through fiscal year 2010 will be
unaffected.

Schirripa said safety will not be an issue; if emergency work becomes necessary, the agency will work
to find the money to do it. If that's not possible, he said, the MDOT would close the road.

"That doesn't help people much,” Schirripa said. "If there's a bridge on your way to work, you want
that bridge open and you want it to be safe.”
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"These postponed projects represent critical improvements that impact every community across
Michigan," Mike Nystrom, MITA's vice president of government and public relations, said in a
statement released Monday.

"Our legislators' failure to invest in our transportation system is forcing the state to neglect our
roadways and will ultimately lead them to fall into deplorable conditions and increase the cost of
repairs," he said.

MDOT is seeking public comments on the five-year plan through Friday.

Andy Fitzpatrick can be reached at 966-0697 or afitzpatrick@battlecr.gannett.com.

Additional Facts

For more information

Go to www.michigan.gov/mdot5Syearplan to download the Michigan Department of Transportation's
Five-Year Transportation Program report and see a list of all bridge and road projects in the state.
MDOT is taking public comments by e-mail at MDOT-Five-Y ear-Program@michigan.gov or by sending
them to Michigan Department Of Transportation, Five Year Program Comments, 425 W. Ottawa,
Lansing, MI 48909.

http://www.battlecreekenquirer.com/article/20091208/NEWS01/912080...
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18 road projects in Eaton, Ingham counties face delays

Barbara Wieland
bwieland@lsj.com

Budget crunches at the state and local levels are delaying road work projects in Michigan, according to
a report released Monday by the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association.

Eighteen road and bridge projects in Ingham and Eaton counties are among 243 projects statewide
that reportedly will be delayed as the state grapples with a budget shortfall.

The delays include two road projects and 16 bridge projects on thoroughfares as commonly used as
the Lake Lansing Road overpass on U.S. 127 and Interstate 96's overpass of Cedar Street in Lansing.

The projects had been slated to be completed by 2014, but a recent five-year plan released by the

Michigan Department of Transportation shows those projects have been put off, said MITA, a trade
association representing the heavy construction industry.

Official: Crisis possible

If the road work is delayed too long, it could pose a risk to Michigan drivers, MITA Vice President Mike
Nystrom said.

"I'm not going to cry the sky is falling, but we are certainly in a situation where we could have a
catastrophic event in Michigan if we continue to neglect our system," he said.

Counties feel pinch

MDOT officials reiterated statements the department made in August that Michigan roads are safe.

"We are using limited funding as efficiently as we can," state Transportation Director Kirk Steudle said
in a statement then. "We take highway and bridge safety very seriously and want citizens to be
confident that Michigan's bridges are safe, regularly inspected and well maintained."

Nystrom said the state would have to spend an extra $3 billion annually to bring the state's roads,
highways and bridges up to good condition. The state currently budgets approximately $3.3 billion to
the Michigan Department of Transportation. Increased spending on the state's part also would enable
Michigan to take advantage of federal matching dollars for road repairs.

County road maintenance also is being affected by tight budgets, said Bill Conklin, managing director
of the Ingham County Road Commission.

Down 10.5 percent

He said the commission's funding has dropped 10.5 percent since 2004. The Ingham County Road
Commission operates on an $11 million annual budget.
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"In order for our roads to be in better shape and for maintenance to be kept the way it was in the
recent past we do need some sort of revenue increase," Conklin said.

Nystrom's group wants road funding increased through a higher gasoline tax or increased vehicle
registration fees.

Additional Facts

Public comment

» The Michigan Department of Transportation seeks public comment on a draft of its 2010-2014
Five-Year Transportation Program, which includes plans for bridge and road repair. Comments should
be e-mailed to MDOT-Five-Y ear-Program@michigan.gov before Friday. The draft 2010-2014
Five-Year Transportation Program is available on the MDOT Web site at:
www.michigan.gov/mdot5yearplan.

http://www.lansingstatejournal.comVarticle/20091208/NEWS01/9120803...
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News > Local News

MDOT holds 243 road projects

Tuesday, December 8, 2009

By KAREN WORKMAN
Of The Oakland Press

With state funding for road projects decreasing for the fifth year in a row, the Michigan Department of Transportation is
temporarily nixing 243 statewide projects, including several within Oakland County.

“This is a very, very troubling report that we see; we're going in the wrong direction,” said Keith Ledbetter, director of legislative
affairs for the Michigan Infrastructure and Transportation Association, a statewide trade organization.

The report released by MDOT outlines 243 road and bridge projects that will be delayed in addition to the 137 projects slated for
delays by MDOT earlier in the year. The 243 projects were originally scheduled for completion within the next five years.

“This is what it boils down to — starting in 2011, if we cannot raise additional funding for transportation projects, those projects
will be pushed off the fiveyear plan. Will they ever come back? Yeah, possibly. We just don't know when,” said Rob Morosi,
spokesman for MDOT.

Morosi said MDOT has lost $170 million in revenue during the past five years and the department’s budget is feeling the effects.

“l would say it's accurate to put it at being in crisis mode right now,” Morosi said of the funding woes.

Most road projects MDOT is responsible for are funded by both the federal and state governments. The state must provide 20
percent of a project’s cost in order to get federal funding, which pays for the remaining 80 percent.

The federal funds come from a gas tax of 18.4 cents per gallon. Funding for MDOT comes from a gas tax of 19 cents per gallon
as well as from vehicle registrations.

Morosi said that MDOT is struggling to pay its 20 percent share of the projects, meaning it cannot secure federal funding for
them.

“If we're not able to provide the matching dollars, you still pay that 18.4 cent (tax at the gas pump) but because we do not have
the money to match federal dollars, for every gallon of gas you pay for that 18.4 cents is going to other states that can afford to

match dollars,” Morosi said.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm did put together a transportation funding task force that has finished its work and made suggestions to
the legislature on funding solutions, Morosi said.

What is causing the funding problem for MDOT comes back to the economy. First, people are not traveling as far as they used
to, meaning less fuel is purchased and fewer tax dollars are raised.

Second, people are also holding on to their vehicles longer, which drives down the revenue that comes from registrations.
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“What you're looking at is, in essence, the perfect storm for dwindling infrastructure,” Morosi said.

In fact, a chart provided by MDOT shows pavement levels currently considered 90 percent good to drop to just 25 percent good
by 2020.

“We haven't seen those conditions, maybe in the history of Michigan,” Ledbetter said.
Ledbetter said the stimulus money was a only a “small shot in the arm.”

“There’s an inaccurate public perception that the federal government spent its lions share of stimulus dollars on roads and
bridges, but it was less than five percent of the stimulus money that went to roads and bridges,” Ledbetter said.

Projects in Oakland County that will be put on hold indefinitely include:

The removal of an abandoned railroad bridge over I-96 in Lyon Township near New Hudson, just south of the Milford Township
border. The bridge was to be replaced with a pedestrian pathway bridge and was likely part of the Rails to Trails initiative, Morosi
said.

Replacement of the Crooks Road bridge over M-59 in Rochester Hills. “That was a project we wanted to do in 2013; we were
going to redo the interchange on the bridge and do a larger bridge.” Also put on hold was work to improve the ramps and section
of M-59 that goes underneath the bridge.

Repairs to the railroad bridge that crosses Trowbridge Road in Bloomfield Hills, just east of Woodward Ave.

Replacement of a bridge on Dixie Highway in Waterford Township which goes over the Clinton River.

Reconstruction of Rochester Road from Second Street to University Drive in downtown Rochester.

Widening of Auburn Road in Rochester Hills from Adams Road to Dequindre Road.

Resurfacing of Dixie Highway from Telegraph to Interstate 75. The nearly ninemile stretch of road starts in Waterford Township
and also travels through Independence and Springfield townships.

Repairs to the in-use GTW Railroad bridge over M-59. The GTW railroad crosses M-59 in both Pontiac and Rochester Hills.
Officials are unsure which bridge is specified.

URL: http://www.theoaklandpress.com/articles/2009/12/08/news/local_news/doc4ble24c2baeda253447188.prt

© 2009 theoaklandpress.com, a Journal Register Property
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MICHIGAN ROADS
MDOT warns money running out for Michigan roads

LANSING, Mich. (AP) - Michigan officials are delaying future road projects because of dwindling revenue. The Michigan Department of
Transportation says in a recent report that lack of money has forced it to consider dropping more than 100 road projects and a similar number of
bridge projects off the drawing board from 2010 through 2014. The state could lose hundreds of millions in federal highway dollars each of the next
five years because it can't raise enough to receive all its matching funds. It could go from spending more than $1.4 billion annually on highways this
year with the help of federal stimulus money to less than $600 million three out of the next four years, costing thousands of highway jobs. Road

builders said Monday that lawmakers need to raise more money soon.
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